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Walter Scott: Edinburgh, 1822, 4to., pp. 175-9).
The Earl of Glencairn challenged Lieut.-General Sir
George Monro for grossly opprobrious language
used by him towards the Highland troops, as being
" no other than a pack of thieves and robbers."
They met in a field near Dornoch,
"by gray day-light. They were both well-mounted on
horseback;; each of them were to have one pistol; after
discharging of which they were to fight with broad-
swords. The pistols were fired without doing hart. They
then engaged with their swords; and after a few passes
my Lord had the good fortune to give Sir George a sore
stroke on his bridle-hand; whereupon Sir George cried
out that he was not able to command his horse; ' and 1
hope,' says he, • you will fight me on foot.' ' Ye carle,'
says my Lord,' I will let you know that I am a match for
you either on foot or horseback.' Whereupon they both
alighted; and at the first bout my Lord gave him a sore
stroke on the brow, about an inch above his eyes, which
bled so much that he could not see. His Lordship was
going to thrust him through the body; but John White,
his man, pusht up his sword, and said, ' You have eneugh
of him, my Lord.' His Lordship, in a passion, gave John
a stroke over the shoulders, and then took his horse, and
came to his quarters. Monro and his brother went to
the headquarters, but with much ado, for the blooding
at head and hand."

Their only attendants, as seconds, were Lord
Glencairn's trumpeter and valet—his man John,
above mentioned—and Lieut.-Ool. Alexander
Monro, a younger brother of Sir George.

A. S. A.
Kincardine, Richmond, Surrey.
In 1630 Jeffery Hudson, the court dwarf, chal-

lenged Mr. Crofts, a gentleman of family. Mr.
Crofts came to the rendezvous armed only with a
squirt. This proceeding so enraged the dwarf that
a real duel subsequently took place in France.
The meeting was on horseback with pistols, and
Jeffery shot his mac dead. See Walpole's Anec-
dotes, 8vo., fourth edit., 1786, vii. 15. A. H.

Little Ealing.
At p. 25 of the third volume of the Dublin

Penny Journal ABHBA will find a circumstantial
and amusing account of a duel fought, during the
last century, between a Mr. Bastable and a gentle-
man known as " Holy " Fowks (or, as spelt in the
index, Fowkes). The combatants were mounted,
a fact which influenced the issue. The Dublin
Penny Journal will be found in the British Mu-
seum. FRANK EEDE FOWKE.

24, Victoria Grove, Chelsea.

THE " DEATH'S PAIIT " (5th S. xii. 467).—Up to
Dec. 31, 1856, the law of succession to personal
estates in London and in the province of York
differed from that in the rest of England, having
been excepted in the Statute of Distributions, and
it was analogous to the law of Scotland, which stil
divides the property into "jus relictte," "legitim,"
and " death's part." Blackstone (Righte of Things,
c. ii.) says :—

"As a similar policy formerly prevailed in every part

of the island, it may fairly be concluded that it is of
British origin, or if derived from the Roman law of suc-
cessions to have been drawn from that fountain much
earlier than the time of Justinian."

Justinian was much less favourable to the
widow. By the Custom she not only got her third,
but also a share of the "death's part." Thus a widow
nd two children succeeding to 1,800/., she would

get her third and a third of the " death's part,"
800/., and the two children 500/. each; whereas
she now, by the abolition of the custom, gets only
600/. And in the province of York an heir suc-
ceeding to any land was excluded from sharing in
the children's third. Probably the title " death's
part" was attached to this third because the
ordinary or his officer would apply it, or a portion,
to pious uses, ad remedium animm. The custom
only extended to the ancient province of York, not
therefore prevailing over certain parts of the diocese
of Chester. W. G.

York.

" Dead's part is that part of his moveables on which
a man is entitled to test, or to distribute by his testament.
Where a man leaves neither widow nor children his whole
free moveables fund (with the exception of heirship
moveables) is dead's part. Where he leaves a widow and
no children the widow is entitled to one half of his free
moveables, the other half is dead's part, on which he may
test,"
and so on through several other cases. This is the
explanation given in Bell's Dictionary of the Law
of Scotland, 1815. There may be a corresponding
term in English law.

ALEX. FERGUSSON, Lieut.-Col.

ROYAL NAVAL BIOGRAPHIES (5th S. xii. 488).—
Biographia Navalis, or Impartial Memoirs of the Lives

and Characters of the Officers of the Navy of Great
Britain from the Year 1660. By John Charnock, Esq.
London, Priuted for R. Foulder, Bond Street, 1798.
6 vols.

Royal Naval Biography. By John Marshall Lieu-
tenant in the Royal Navy. London, Longmans & Co.,
1824. 12 vols.

J O H N PAKENHAM STILWELL.
Yateley, Hants.
The Naval Chronicle, commenced in 1786, con-

tains the biographies of officers of all grades ; also
Naval and Military Heroes, by Lieut. P. H.
Nicholas, R.M., 1860. There are also some bio-
graphical notices in Annals of the Wars in the
Eighteenth Century, by the Hon. Sir Edward Cust,
D.C.L., 9 vols., 1862. There is a book published
at ten shillings, which was issued lately, but I do
not know the title.

EDWARD J. TAYLOR, F.S.A.Newc.
Bishopwearmouth.
" GILL " (6th S. i. 56).—In giving a definition of

gill, I of course followed the usual one in Webster's
Dictionary and elsewhere. I venture to think that
if ST. SWITHIN had taken the trouble to consult
any ordinary arithmetic-book, or had questioned


